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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Objective 1: Conservation of cockatoo population on Pandanan and Bugsuk Islands, 
Balabac  

1. By the first half of January, thirteen active nest trees were recorded, and further five 
potential nest trees were monitored regularly. By the second week of January the first 
egg was detected. However, it cannot be ruled out that eggs were overlooked, since nest 
chambers are getting deeper and more difficult to monitor. 

2. On January 26 an active nest tree fell due to strong monsoon winds, and the complete 
clutch of three eggs was lost. The breeding pair escaped and was observed inspecting 
nest holes in the vicinity shortly after the incident. This nest tree was permanently 
occupied since 2009. 

3. In March, 25 hatchlings were found in good condition and with granular parts and seeds 
in crop. In the first week of April, another two nestlings were found dead, again possibly 
due to starvation. No precipitation was recorded in the entire month of March. 

4. For the first time we attempted to add rings with color combination to individually identify 
birds in the future. However, it turned out that ring width did not allow the use of two rings 
per tarsus, and some rings had to be removed, since they caused discomfort for the 
birds. Abrasions were treated with wound disinfectant and healing process was 
monitored. 

5. By the end of the reporting period seven birds fledged successfully and 15 remained in 
the nests. No signs of human disturbance or ecto-parasite infestation was recorded within 
this period. 

6. Cockatoo numbers at the roost site in Malinsuno fluctuated considerably with maximum 
numbers reaching 135, and lowest numbers 18 individuals respectively due probably to 
intermittent strong monsoon winds and some pairs and “helpers” are in the nest trees. 

7. In January, the Croc Team recorded 35 individuals respectively on three consecutive 
afternoons on a roost tree in the compound of Jewelmer from January 27 to 29. Photos 
were taken. 

8. During the reporting period cockatoos were observed feeding on fruits of Taluto 
Pterocymbium tinctorium, Bogo Pometia pinnata, and Kapok-gubat Bombax ceiba, as 
well as flowers of Palawan Cherry Cassia javanica. The record on folivory on Sonneratia 
alba is unusual and needs further confirmation. This mangrove species stores excess salt 

in the leaves, making them virtually unpalatable to herbivores. It may be possible 
however, that cockatoos consume leaves to supplement their mineral needs. 

9. Effects of El Nino were already very obvious in January, with only 12 mm of precipitation 
measured on Pandanan, and with fire hazard increasing, noticeably with the 
accumulation of leaf litter and other dry plant material. 

10. Conservation education activities were completed in January and March in Malinsuno 
Island and on Balabac in Poblacion, the seat of the municipal government of Balabac. In 
total, ca 500 townfolks were reached in the campaign. About 210 members of the 4Ps 
organization were also tapped. KFI received positive feedback from local residents and 
politicians alike. 

Objective 2: Conservation of cockatoo population on Rasa Island, Narra 

11. Breeding season was delayed this year. Still no eggs were recorded until the second 
week of February. By end of April 42 nest trees were occupied. A total of 67 eggs were 
laid until end of April, an unusually high number for an El-Niño-year. 
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12. Banding of hatchlings commenced in the second half of April with seven and five 
hatchlings ringed respectively on April 11 and 26. By end of April, seven eggs and 44 
hatchlings were still in the nest. 

13. Nine eggs failed during the reporting period, some of which were found broken and rotten 
within the nest cavity (and were presumed infertile), and some of which disappeared 
(presumed thrown out by parents or predated). Seven hatchlings died during the 
reporting period. 

14. Food at this stage of the breeding season until end of April may have been limiting for 
breeding pairs, hence the high number of unsuccessful eggs, but did not play a role in 
mortality of hatchlings. 

15. Ten data loggers were installed inside of nest holes in January to collect temperature 
development throughout the breeding season. Twenty Terracotta bowls which were 
installed in different locations on Rasa were regularly monitored and refilled with water 
when necessary. 

16. Birds continued to change roost sites unpredictably, mostly transferring between the 
traditional roost site and the temporary one on the eastern side of Rasa. Highest 
numbers counted were 228 birds of which 197 slept in the traditional roost site and 31 in 
the temporary roost site. 

17. Due to effects of El Niño, wardens were instructed to closely monitor the state of the 
vegetation on Rasa and local weather phenomena. Shedding of leaves on most coastal 
forest trees increased in January. Due to the temperature difference between day and 
night dew was recorded throughout January in the early morning hours. 

18. In March shortly after the fiesta celebration we had the film crew contracted by the Galing 
Pook Foundation for the official shoot of the Philippine Cockatoo Conservation Program 
in Narra as Galing Pook Awardee in 2015. The footage/feature will be aired on national 
television by August 2016. 

19. In the framework of the KFI-implemented project on the biodiversity functions and values, 
a team of scientists from WPU and University of the Philippines – Los Baños conducted 
data collection in Rasa with assistance from wildlife wardens, particularly on vascular 
plants, ecosystems and marine resources. Goal of the project is to demonstrate the 
ecosystem services of Rasa Island and surrounding waters in order to prevent potential 
future unsustainable projects in its vicinity. 

Objective 3: Conservation of cockatoo population on Dumaran Island, Dumaran 

20. Clear signs of occupation were recorded in four cockatoo nests (presence of adults, fresh 
faeces, bite marks, cut twigs) in February. In April nine eggs were recorded from six 
active nests. In the second half of April three hatchlings were recorded. 

21. One very young hatchling was retrieved dead and possibly succumbed to the heat. Two 
hatchlings were not fed regularly by parents and were handfed on the nest. 

22. Numbers of cockatoos at the traditional roost site were low during the reporting period 
falling to 10 birds in February, and then slightly increasing to 13 and 14 birds respectively 
in March and April. Three translocated birds stayed in the general area, but not on the 
roost site and are not included in the count. 

23. Although 18 different tree species which serve as cockatoo food was observed in 
February, overall biomass available was low. Extremely dry conditions prevailed during 
the entire reporting period. 

24. All three birds were observed in January in Lagan feeding on mangrove Sonneratia alba, 
Tamarind Tamarindus indicus and Horseradish Tree Moringa oleifera. They regularly join 

the wild birds while foraging, but still not in the communal roost site. 
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25. Critical habitat and other forested areas were regularly patrolled and these resulted to 
composite team inspection and some were filed cases. In February reports were received 
by the local government that pangolin traders were active on the island. Monitoring which 
also involved the police and KFI wildlife wardens however did not yield any tangible 
results. 

26. Issues regarding private ownership within Critical Habitats need to be resolved. In initial 
talks with BMB-DENR, it was made clear that critical habitats are not established based 
on slopes or altitude but rather the uniqueness of the landscape in particular with 
presence of threatened species. Hence, we will be in detail discussing these issues with 
the LPAMC in the next meeting with clarity from authorities. 

27. Perpetrations within the Critical Habitat and other areas monitored by wardens are dealt 
with either with a long delay or not at all. A limiting factor is the unavailability of DENR 
and PCSDS personnel on the island. It would be highly desirable to have presence from 
these agencies attending the LPAMC meetings with some regularity to address such 
violations more effectively. 

Objective 4: Education and research at the Katala Institute 

28. In preparation to the transfer of birds to Jurong Bird Park in Singapore we moved 
Pandanan and Brazil to the Bird Clinic for quarantine. Originally quarantine should last for 
three weeks and birds then should be tested. Unfortunately an outbreak of Newcastle 
Disease in the Philippines further delayed transfer of the birds. 

29. Probably because of the stimulus of being transferred close to two male birds, Pandanan 
laid one egg in the quarantine area. No other eggs followed. 

30. All ten birds present in KI are in good condition. One bird from Bataraza and confiscated 
from WESCOM show slight signs of stereotypic behavior. 

31. In February the public aviary needed repair, because of rusted steel matting and cracked 
foundation in parts. Distribution of birds during construction was a challenge due to 
limited capacity at the KI. 

32. Construction of field house was finished during the reporting period. Since it is intended 
to open the facility for the public by the first half of the year, finalization of visitor-related 
facilities had priority during the reporting period. 

33. A wooden gate with cement posts replacing the improvised gate made of steel pipe was 
installed. Public toilet facilities were constructed near the future parking area and close to 
the pavilion. Work on the information pavilion continued in January with backfilling of the 
floor area and roof and ceiling installation, as well as construction of the two ramps. 
Bleachers were installed using a steel frame as basis and wooden seating areas. 

34. We also rehabilitated part of the perimeter fence in the notoriously wet back portion of the 
facility. Pre-fabricated cement posts were heavily degraded and were replaced by higher 
quality posts constructed on site and connected by hollow block foundations. The trail 
system was cleared up of vegetation and gravel has been added where necessary. The 
garden for animal feeds is close by the trail system and is meanwhile covering a 
substantial portion of the vegetable needs of the animals. 

Other highlights: 

35. All program personnel were occupied attending to with workshops, trainings and regular 
meetings that KFI/PCCP is a member of in all project sites. Trainings within the period 
include GIS, Fish Warden Training, and Catch Monitoring. 

36. The MOA signing for the Biodiversity Conservation Program in Iwahig Prison and Penal 
Farm (IPPF) was completed in April. This was signed by four cooperating agencies 
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namely: IPPF, DENR through the CENRO in Puerto Princesa City, PCSDS and KFI. The 
signing was followed with a press conference which later released local TV and print 
news about the event. 

37. Mr. Sabino was dismissed as wildlife warden from the Pandanan project site with 
effectivity on April 20, 2016. Jewelmer and concerned agencies were informed that Mr. 
Sabino will not anymore be connected with KFI from this date onwards. 

38. Two young researchers were recruited this year to help out with additional projects in 
particular for the Palawan Deer Research and Conservation Project and the PCCP 
implementation in Iwahig Prison and Penal Farm. 

Other reported wildlife within the period 

 Blue-naped Parrots Tanygnathus lucionensis IUCN: Near threatened  

 Blue-headed Racquet-tail Prioniturus platenae IUCN: Vulnerable 

 Red-headed Flameback Chrysocolaptes erythrocephalus; IUCN: Endangered 

 Nicobar Pigeon Caloenas nicobarica; IUCN: Near threatened 

 Palawan Flying Squirrel Hylopetes nigripes; IUCN: Near threatened 

 Palawan Horned Frog Megophrys ligayae; IUCN: Endangered 

 Philippine Duck Anas luzonica; IUCN: Vulnerable 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Philippine Cockatoo Cacatua haematuropygia 

The Philippine Cockatoo or Red-vented Cockatoo Cacatua haematuropygia is restricted to 

lowland forest areas and mangroves in the Philippines. Formerly, it could be found all over 
the archipelago (Dickinson et al. 1991). Only in the last decades a rapid decline set in, which 

brought the species to the brink of extinction (e.g. Boussekey 2000a; Lambert 1994). The 
reasons for the decline of the populations are (e.g.; Collar et al 1999; Lambert 1994; 
Widmann et al. 2001): 

 Habitat destruction, particularly in respect of nesting and food providing trees. 

 Persecution as crop pest. 

 Poaching for pet trade. 

 Potential diseases caused by the introduction of captive birds in the range of wild 
populations. 

 Tropical storms and typhoons 

Habitat destruction and poaching are the most important factors threatening the Philippine 
Cockatoo. 

Since 1888 Katala Foundation Inc. (KFI) implements the PCCP in the Philippines. 
Comprehensive conservation projects in this phase are currently undertaken in three sites in 
Palawan (Fig. 1): Rasa Island (Narra), Dumaran Island (Dumaran), Pandanan and Bugsuk 
Islands (Balabac). Thetwoformer sites contain by now protected areas declared on municipal 
or higher levels, specifically established to include the cockatoo populations. The Pandanan 
site is predominantly owned by Jewelmer Corporation, with which KFI has a Memorandum of 
Agreement for the conservation of the species. 

We estimate that between640–1,120 Philippine Cockatoos exist in the wild (assuming few 
populations have been overlooked in recent surveys of historical locations, and 100-150 
individuals survive in the Sulus, for which only incomplete information is available).  

The single-most important Philippine Cockatoo population on Rasa is secured under 
presidential proclamation as “Rasa Island Wildlife Sanctuary” since February 2006, inaddition 
to local legislations. Highest population count was 317 individuals in 2014. Pandanan, holds 
possibly the second-most important population with at least 220 birds (up from 80) 
individuals.  

With thesethree project sites in Palawan, it is estimated that betweena third to halfof the 
remaining wild population iscurrently covered in PCCP projects. Cockatoo populations are 
stable or increasing in all sites, and improved legal conservation could be achieved (e.g. 
through creation of cockatoo reserves). However, law enforcement by state agencies 
remains weak and pressure on these areas is rather increasing (migrant influx to Palawan, 
mining, planned large-scale projects, like biofuel plantation or coal plant).  

Warden schemes remain the single-most important tool to assure the short-term survival and 
recovery of the species, whereas lobbying, conservation education, habitat restoration and 
reintroduction, as well as provision of alternative livelihood options are important for the long-
term improvement of the frame conditions for cockatoo conservation in the Philippines. 
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Objective of the Philippine Cockatoo Conservation Program 

Conservation and restoration of the most viable subpopulations of the Philippine Cockatoo 
and their habitats, including associated flora and fauna under involvement of all key 
stakeholders, resulting in a down-listing of the species from ‘Critical’ to ‘Endangered’ through 
reversing its population decline and under consideration of the precautionary principle. 

Program Strategy 

The main strategy of the programme is to 
conserve in-situ the most important 

subpopulations of the Philippine cockatoo 
through adopting participative methods. 

The general program strategies are: 

 Management of local resources in 
the framework of Philippine law; 

 Capacity-building for local 
decision-makers and key stakeholders to 
ensure sustainability of the conservation 
efforts; and, 

 Ecosystemic conservation 
approach with the Philippine cockatoo as 
flagship species. 

 

Figure 1. Map of the Philippines indicating 
sites of the Philippine Cockatoo Conservation 
Program: 1. Pandanan, Balabac; 2. Rasa 
Island, Narra;3. Katala Institute, Narra; 4.Omoi 
and Manambaling Cockatoo Reserves, 
Dumaran; 5. Iwahig Prison and Penal Farm, 
Puerto Princesa; 6. Kangbangyo and Poneas 
Islands, Del Carmen. Black: project sites 
covered in this report; red: other PCCP sites 

 

Deliverables 

Objective 1: Conservation of cockatoo population on Pandanan and Bugsuk Islands, 
Balabac  

 Warden scheme on Pandanan and Bugsuk Island continued and extended to 
adjacent mainland.  

 Monitoring of cockatoo population and habitat on Pandanan and Bugsuk Island 
continued.  

 Conservation education in Pandanan Island and adjacent mainland continued.  

 Research on conservation-related aspects of cockatoo biology on Pandanan and 
Bugsuk continued, with focus on factors influencing breeding success and foraging 
ecology.  
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 Advocacy in respect to impacts and perpetrations in cockatoo habitats, particularly 
networking with local stakeholders, particularly Jewelmer Corporation, the largest 
private landowner, continued. 

 

Objective 2: Conservation of cockatoo population on Rasa Island, Narra  

 Warden and mainland volunteer scheme continued.  

 Members of Protected Areas Management Board in the management of the 
Philippine Cockatoo and Rasa Island Wildlife Sanctuary capacitated and meetings 
facilitated.  

 Conservation education for stakeholders continued.  

 Research on conservation-related aspects of cockatoo biology on Rasa continued, 
with focus on factors influencing breeding success and foraging ecology.  

 Advocacy in respect to impacts and perpetrations in cockatoo habitats continued.  

 

Objective 3: Conservation of cockatoo population on Dumaran Island, Dumaran  

 Warden scheme continued.  

 Members of Local Protected Areas Management Committee in the management of 
the Philippine cockatoo, as well as Omoi and Manambaling Cockatoo Reserve 
assisted and capacitated.  

 Research on conservation-related aspects of cockatoo biology on Dumaran 
continued, with focus on factors influencing breeding success and foraging ecology.  

 Buffer zone restoration around existing cockatoo reserves continued.  

 Creation of forest corridor connecting the two existing cockatoo reserves continued.  

 Advocacy in respect to impacts and perpetrations in cockatoo habitats continued.  

 

Objective 4: Education and research at the Katala Institute for Ecology and 
Biodiversity Conservation  

 Captive management of Philippine Cockatoo and other highly threatened species 
continued through employment and training of zookeepers and volunteers.  

 Landscaping with native species propagated in the Katala nursery continued.  

 Educational trail, enclosures and visitors facilities upgraded.  

 Proposal submission to other potential donors continued.  

 

Description of Project Sites 

Rasa Island, Narra, Palawan 

Rasa is a small coral island of 8.34 km2land area situated in the Sulu Sea, just offshore of the 
Municipality of Narra, Palawan, Philippines (Fig. 2). About 1.75 km2 are covered with coastal 
forest, mangrove (5.60 km2), cultivated areas (predominantly coconut; 0.39 km2), 0.60 km2 
are barren or sparsely vegetated sand and coral outcrops. In February 2006, the island 
became a Wildlife Sanctuary through Presidential Proclamation 1000 and since a Protected 
Area Management Board is functioning as management body for Rasa Island Wildlife 
Sanctuary (RIWS). In 2008, RIWS was chosen as Top 13 Bird Watching Sites in the 
Philippines by the Department of Tourism. 
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The island is the pilot site of the program since 1998. Due to intensive poaching, only 23-25 
Philippine cockatoos were left on the island then. Key component of this project site is the 
warden scheme which involves patrolling and protection of the birds during and outside the 
breeding season. This scheme has proven to be efficient and lead to dramatic recovery of 
the Philippine Cockatoo population as of to date. As of 2014, 317 cockatoos have been 
simultaneously counted on roost sites on Rasa and adjacent mainland. 

Figure 2. Vegetation cover of Rasa Island Wildlife Sanctuary, Palawan, Philippines 

Rasa Island probably therefore holds the highest population density of Philippine Cockatoo 
that remains in the wild. The world population of Philippine cockatoo was estimated to range 
between 1,000 to 4,000 individuals (Lambert 1994). More recent estimates put the number of 
cockatoos remaining in the wild between 640 and 1,120. About 75% of this population is 
found in Palawan.  

Not only Philippine Cockatoos live on the island, but a variety of other species, with an 
unusual high percentage of globally threatened and near-threatened taxa (IUCN 2015), 
considering the small size of Rasa. Noteworthy among the112recorded bird species are Red-
headed Flameback Chrysocolaptes erythrocephalus (EN), Grey Imperial-pigeon Ducula 
pickeringii (VU) and Mantanani Scops-owl Otus mantananensis (NT).  

Dumaran Island, Dumaran, Palawan 

Dumaran is situated in north-eastern Palawan between 10°22’ and 10°41’N and 119°28’ and 
119°55’E. Nine Barangays are situated on Palawan mainland, seven on western Dumaran 
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Island. The island is situated in the Sulu Sea and separated by a ca. seven km wide channel 
from the mainland. 

PCCP currently manages three areas on the island: Omoi and Manambaling Cockatoo 
Reserves (Fig. 3) and the traditional roosting site in Lagan. A Local Protected Area 
Management Committee (LPAMC) functions as its management body. Both cockatoo 
reserves, a buffer zone and a corridor connecting both areas was declared as critical habitat, 
comprising 1,500 ha. 

All natural terrestrial ecosystems in Dumaran are tree-dominated. On Dumaran Island only 
few small and isolated forest patches remain, none of them larger than 103 ha. The most 
abundant formation is evergreen and semi-evergreen lowland forest with Ipil Intsia bijuga, 
Amugis Koordersiodendron pinnatum being emergent tree species of commercial value. 

Ornithological surveys conducted by Katala Foundation so far yielded 136 species from the 
island. A prominent species of conservation concern is the Philippine cockatoo, which can be 
found with viable population in the mangroves and forest remnants of Dumaran Island, but 
apparently not anymore on the mainland. The last remaining forest patches are therefore of 
global conservation concern. This notion is supported by the recent records of other globally 
threatened species, particularly the Palawan Forest Turtle Siebenrockiella leytensis(CR). 

 

Figure3. Omoi Cockatoo Reserve (left) and Manambaling Cockatoo Reserve (right) cover the last 
forest patches on Dumaran Island. 

Other species of conservation concern are Palawan Hornbill Anthracoceros marchei (VU), 
Blue-headed Racquet-tail (VU) and Palawan Pencil-tailed Tree-mouse Chiropodomys 
calamianensis (DD). 

Habitat degradation and destruction, rather than poaching, remain the biggest challenges for 
cockatoo conservation in Dumaran. In the current phase ca. five hectares of secondary forest 
and grassland were purchased with support of the Stadtholding Landau in the course of a 
carbon-mitigation project. These areas have been rehabilitated and integrated in the buffer 
zone of the Omoi Cockatoo Reserve.  

The Critical Habitat established through PCSD Resolution No. 14-513 connects the two 
existing cockatoo reserves through a corridor and extends to include remaining forest 
fragments in the area. This is the first critical habitat established in the Province of Palawan. 
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Pandanan Island, Balabac 

Pandanan Island in Bgy. Pandanan belongs to the northeasternmost municipality of Balabac 
in Palawan (Fig. 4). Coastal forests are dense and stock on flat limestone originating from 
elevated coral reefs. Large trees in the coastal forest are mostly deciduous and widely 
spaced due to water stress during the dry season. The understorey is very dense with 
abundant vines. Emergent trees comprise the genera Dipterocarpus, and Ficus.A narrow rim 
of beach forest with Erythrina, Calophyllum and Barringtonia is present.The dense coastal 

forest cover is as well protected because the large portion of the island is privately-owned 
and entries are monitored by private guards. Coconuts are the major crop grown in the 
coastal areas and shifting cultivation including lowland rice, corn, and root crops inside 
forested areas are common land use forms. Extensive mangroves are thriving.  

 

Figure 4.Location map of Pandanan Island indicated by red arrow (Map Source: PCSDS). 

So far, 91 bird species have been recorded in Pandanan and adjacent Malinsuno. Among 
these are six globally threatened and six near-threatened species (IUCN 2015). Of 
outstanding conservation concern are particularly the larger tree cavity nesters, like Palawan 
Hornbill, all three parrot species of Palawan, Philippine Cockatoo, Blue-naped Parrot and 
Blue-headed Racquet-tail, and other conservation relevant species like Grey Imperial-
pigeons and Mantanani Scops-owl(Widmann et al. 2008). The first and only record for the 
Philippines of a Fairy Pitta Pitta nympha comes from Malinsuno as a result of the 
conservation project. 



PCCP Technical Progress Report 
January – April 2016 
Katala Foundation Inc. 

 

18 Katala Foundation Inc, Puerto Princesa City, Palawan, Philippines 

 

The implementation of the warden scheme recruiting cockatoo poachers resulted in 
significant increases of the cockatoo population in the first years of project implementation, 
comparable to those of the early stages on Rasa Island. In recent surveys, roosting site is at 
a coconut plantation in Malinsuno Island just across Pandanan Island.  

 

Methods 

The Philippine Cockatoo Conservation Programme (PCCP) employs an ecosystemic and 
community-based approach to biodiversity conservation using the Philippine cockatoo as its 
flagship species. The main components of the program are nest protection or warden 
schemes; scientific researches on feeding, biology and ecology of the Philippine Cockatoo 
and other threatened species; identification, protection and management of key conservation 
sites; conservation education; habitat restoration; and capacity building. Researches on the 
Philippine Cockatoo include distributional surveys, rescue of individual birds, reintroduction 
and translocation assessments, and captive management for conservation education and 
conservation breeding for later reintroduction. 

Information on the biology and ecology of the cockatoo is gathered mainly through direct 
observation. On Rasa, movements of the cockatoos can be best observed from a boat, from 
beaches or coral outcrops. Very dense vegetation on the island considerably hampers 
visibility on transect walks or point counts. On Dumaran and Pandanan movements are 
observed through wardens monitoring and patrols at protected areas and roost sites. 

Monitoring of the population trend on Rasa, Dumaran and Pandanan is done through 
counting individuals at a traditional roost site. A traditional roost site is situated in a mangrove 
area on Rasa and can be observed from a boat while in Dumaran a privately-owned coconut 
plantation serves as the roost site bordering close to a mangrove area. On Balabac, at least 
two roosting sites are presently monitored; one in Malinsuno Island and the other on 
Pandanan Island. Counts are conducted monthly either before sunset on Rasa and Balabac 
islands and daily on Dumaran. Counts are also conducted during dawn before birds leave 
the roost site. Whenever possible, counts on Rasa are conducted under similar weather and 
light conditions. 

The core component in all project sites is the warden scheme, employing former poachers as 
wildlife wardens. Wardens inspect and verify existing and potential nest trees starting end of 
September. During the breeding season, the nest trees are under permanent surveillance. 
Trees are climbed and nest holes controlled every ten days during that time. For safety 
reasons, dead or damaged trees are not climbed. Nest trees are characterized through 
species identification, tree height, diameter at breast height (DBH), height of nest hole, 
exposition of nest hole, diameter of hole, and diameter at base and depth of cavity. The 
geographic location of each nest tree is taken with the help of a GPS and marked in a map. 

Presence or absence and condition of adult birds, eggs, nestlings or nest predators are 
noted. Nestlings are weighed with Pesola spring balances/and or electronic balance and 
banded with aluminum rings bearing the inscription of the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR), the number and year (e.g. DENR0001-15). 

Volunteers are detailed in monitoring stations at the mainland coasts of Narra within and 
outside the breeding season. These volunteers record all sightings of cockatoos and other 
significant wildlife in the area of assignment. 
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Surveys to find remnant cockatoo populations are based on historical sources or recent 
information. To initially narrow down the searches, non-formal interviews with key informants 
(poachers, other forest users, barangay officials, school teachers) are conducted. Surveys 
aim to identify remnant cockatoo populations or areas which are suitable for translocation. 

Herbarium collections are made of key plants in cockatoo habitats, particularly food-providing 
plants, and nest and roost trees. The physical structures of cockatoo breeding habitats are 
characterized through forest profiles. Phenological information on fruiting and flowering of 
food-providing trees are systematically collected on Rasa and Dumaran. 

Larger-scale restoration of lowland forest habitat is currently done in Dumaran. Particularly 
nest- and food-providing plants for cockatoos are systematically tested for their suitability for 
reforestation.MS Access and excel programs are used for analysis. 

Composition of remaining bird communities in project and survey sites is assessed using 
MacKinnon-Lists and, occasionally, mist-netting. Composition of mammal, reptile and 
amphibian communities in project sites is assessed through direct observations, mist- and 
harp-netting, live-trapping (Sherman type and locally-made cage type) and pitfall trapping.  

To identify potential cooperators for the projects, livelihood needs, and capacities, 
stakeholder and SWOT analyses are employed. Participatory planning is done through goal-
oriented project planning methodology. Alternative livelihood is provided for key-stakeholders 
of the cockatoo and the PAs, based on the needs assessments. 

Conservation education activities employ the PRIDE approach which uses marketing 
methodologies to galvanize community support for conservation. The approach conducts pre 
and post project surveys to assess changes in levels of knowledge, awareness and behavior 
among target audience by using control groups. Survey Pro is used for analysis on changes 
over time. Proven marketing vehicles like billboards, posters, fact sheets, puppet shows, 
school and community visits, festivals and media participation are used to deliver relevant 
and compelling conservation messages. 

Relevant trainings and seminars are conducted to help capacitate local partners in 
conservation. Cross visits to Rasa and other project sites are encouraged to facilitate 
exchange of experiences, lessons learned and good practices to boost morale of local 
partners and reinforce knowledge. 

Please refer to each output for particular methodologies used in achieving results. 



Results and Progress 

Objective 1: Conservation of cockatoo population on Pandanan and Bugsuk 
Islands, Balabac 

Research on conservation-related aspects of cockatoo biology on Pandanan and 
Bugsuk continued, with focus on factors influencing breeding success and 
foraging ecology 

Breeding 

By the first half of January, thirteen active nest trees were recorded, and further five potential 
nest trees were monitored regularly. Cockatoos were observed to inspect a nest hole in the 
immediate vicinity of a nest tree which collapsed in the previous year. Breeding pairs stayed 
overnight mostly within or close to the nest holes. By the second week of January the first 
egg was detected. However, it cannot be ruled out that eggs were overlooked, since nest 
chambers are getting deeper and more difficult to monitor. 

On January 26 an active nest tree was toppled by strong monsoon winds, and the complete 
clutch of three eggs was destroyed. The breeding pair escaped and was observed inspecting 
nest holes in the vicinity shortly after the incident. This nest tree was permanently occupied 
since 2009. 

  

Figure 5. A nest tree which was occupied yearly was broken and fell from the strong monsoon winds. 
On the right you can clearly see the nest hole of the Philippine Cockatoo. (Photo: R. Antonio) 

First hatchlings were recorded in the third week of February. In the first week of March 
remnants of a breeding parrot were retrieved from a nest hole (feathers with attached skin), 
indicating predation. The remaining parent continued feeding the four hatchlings. The 
weakest hatchling was removed and handfed until it caught up with its remaining siblings, 
and then returned to the nest, where it was initially regularly fed. However, all four nestlings 
were later found dead, possibly due to a combination of starvation and extreme heat. 

In the last week of March, 25 hatchlings were found in good condition and with granular parts 
and seeds in crop. No precipitation was recorded in the entire month of March. 

In the first week of April, another two nestlings were found dead, again possibly due to 
starvation. No mites or other external parasites were recorded during the reporting period. 
Banding of nestlings commenced in the third week of April. For the first time we attempted to 
add rings with color combination to individually identify birds in the future. However, it turned 
out that ring width did not allow the use of two rings per tarsus, and some rings had to be 
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removed, since they caused discomfort for the birds. Abrasions were treated with wound 
disinfectant and healing process was monitored. 

Twenty-two birds were banded and fledged (seven birds within the reporting period in the last 
week of April), one additional bird fledged before it could be banded. Biometrics of all banded 
nestlings were taken and blood-filled keels were collected for later PBFD analysis and DNA 
sexing. 

By the end of the reporting period seven birds fledged successfully and 15 remained in the 
nests. No signs of human disturbance or ecto-parasite infestation was recorded within this 
period. 

  

Figure 6. Status of nestlings were checked regularly by wardens prior to the actual banding. (Photo: 
R. Antonio) 

Roosting 

Cockatoo numbers on the roost site in Malinsuno fluctuated considerably with maximum 
numbers reaching 135, and lowest numbers 18 individuals respectively. Intermittent strong 
monsoon winds may be one of the reasons for these fluctuations. Overall numbers were 
lower than in previous months almost certainly because breeding pairs and possibly ‘helpers’ 
stay in the vicinity of the nest holes. A similar pattern has been observed on Rasa Island in 
the early recovery phase of the project. 
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We were informed on numbers of roosting birds in NE Bugsuk by our colleague Rainier 
Manalo who conducted a count of Saltwater Crocodiles on the island. He recorded 35 
individuals respectively on three consecutive afternoons on a roost site in the compound of 
Jewelmer from January 27 to 29 respectively. 

 

 

Figure 7. A flock of Philippine Cockatoos were observed crossing from Pandanan Island to Bugsuk 
Island at the compounds of the Jewelmer Corporation. (Photo: CPPI) 
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Figure 8. A closer look at the flock of Philippine Cockatoos inside the compounds of the Jewelmer 
Corporation. (Photo: CPPI) 

 

 

Figure 9. Minimum and maximum numbers of cockatoos roosting on Malinsuno, Balabac, by month 
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Foraging 

During the reporting period cockatoos were observed feeding on fruits of Taluto 
Pterocymbium tinctorium, Bogo Pometia pinnata, and Kapok-gubat Bombax ceiba, as well as 
flowers of Palawan Cherry Cassia javanica. The record on folivory on Sonneratia alba is 

unusual and needs further confirmation. This mangrove species stores excess salt in the 
leaves, making them virtually unpalatable to herbivores. It may be possible however, that 
cockatoos consume leaves to supplement their mineral needs. 

The number of fruiting trees known to provide food for cockatoos increased from seven to 16 
species from February to March, despite the extreme dry spell during this period. Little rain 
was recorded during the reporting period, with 12 ml in January and 2-3 ml in April. Also 
during this month there was moderate dew, which brought some relief for the coastal 
vegetation. Cockatoos were likewise observed to drink dew which accumulated on fronds of 
coconut during the early morning hours. 

 

Figure 10. Philippine Cockatoos savoring the last drops of water from the coconut fronds during the 
early morning hours. (Photo: R. Antonio) 

 

Warden scheme continued  

Wardens noted in January that local residents started clearing areas which were previously 
under cultivation. They were reminded by wardens not to extend shifting cultivation close to 
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forested areas. Effects of El Nino were already very obvious in January, with only 12 mm of 
precipitation measured on Pandanan, and with fire hazard increasing, noticeably with the 
accumulation of leaf litter and other dry plant material. In February a high number of honey 
collectors was recorded on the island, which required intensive monitoring since most of 
these forest users are also versed climbers. Clearing of vegetation and shifting cultivation 
continued in February and March, but was mainly restricted to previously cleared areas. 
Wardens coordinated with claimants reminding them not to encroach forest areas. 

Conservation education 

Within the second week of January, a Katala Fun Day was conducted with environmental 
games, coloring activities, lectures and quizzes, which reached 123 grade school pupils and 
67 members of the rural poor assemblage (4Ps). Topics included conservation of the 
Philippine cockatoo and effects of climate change.  

 

 

Figure 11. Indira gives a short presentation on cockatoo and mouse-deer near the Balabac town 
proper (Photo: P. Widmann) 

On March 15 to 16 a similar campaign was conducted for the first time on Balabac in 
Poblacion, the seat of the municipal government of Balabac, with support from KFI staff 
Sheena and Mary from Puerto Princesa. A total of 176 students and 210 members of the 4Ps 
organization were reached. KFI received positive feedback from local residents and 
politicians alike. There is a single cockatoo pair recorded near the town, but aside from 
conducting sporadic conservation education campaigns in the area, any other intervention 
would be logistically challenging. 

End of March Indira and Peter paid a visit to the Municipal Council in Balabac. The main aim 
of the visit was to win support for a project on the highly restricted Balabac Mouse-deer 
Tragulus nigricans, but we took the opportunity to report on the progress of the local 
cockatoo project as well. The information was well received, and the work of the KFI, who is 
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one of the very few NGOs working in the area was appreciated. Indira also took the 
opportunity to conduct a small education session in one of the adjacent villages. 

Constraints and measures taken 

 Monitoring of eggs is hampered by deepened nest chambers. We purchased an 
endoscope which will aid nest monitoring in the early phases in the future. 
 

Objective 2: Conservation of cockatoo population on Rasa Island, Narra 

Research on conservation-related aspects of cockatoo biology on Rasa continued, 
with focus on factors influencing breeding success and foraging ecology 

Breeding 

Nest tree controls continued in January. Vines and some epiphytes obstructing nest holes 
were cleared. Ten data loggers were installed inside of nest holes in January as well to 
collect temperature development throughout the breeding season. Twenty Terracotta bowls 
which were installed in different locations on Rasa were regularly monitored and refilled with 
water when necessary. 

Breeding season was delayed in this year. Still no eggs were recorded until the second week 
of February. By first week of March, 35 nest trees were occupied with eggs or hatchlings 
recorded, by end of April 42 nest trees were occupied. A total of 67 eggs were laid until end 
of April, an unusually high number for an El-Niño-year. Banding of hatchlings commenced in 
the second half of April with seven and five hatchlings ringed respectively on April 11 and 26. 
By end of April, seven eggs and 44 hatchlings were still in the nest. 

 

Figure 12. Improvised ladder is used to check this particular nest tree as it is known that hurting the 
tree would cause its death (Photo: S. Diaz) 
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Losses were likewise high already on the egg stage. Nine eggs failed during the reporting 
period, some of which were found broken and rotten within the nest cavity (and were 
presumed infertile), and some of which disappeared (presumed thrown out by parents or 
predated). Seven hatchlings died during the reporting period. One nest with two hatchlings 
was likely predated by Mangrove Cat Snake Boiga dendrophila, which was found inside the 
nest cavity. This would represent the first predation record of a cockatoo nest by this species. 
Monitor lizards are suspected to be responsible for three more mortalities and causes of 
mortality of two remain unknown.  

 

Figure 13. Mangrove Cat Snake Boiga dendrophila (left) and Palawan Monitor Lizard Varanus 
palawanensis (right) were suspected cockatoo nest predators in the 2016 breeding season (Photos: P. 
Widmann) 

 

Figure 14. Newly banded hatchlings (left); two rings per leg caused discomfort for some hatchlings 
and color rings were removed (right; Photos: S. Diaz) 

Food at this stage of the breeding season until end of April may have been limiting for 
breeding pairs, hence the high number of unsuccessful eggs, but did not play a role in 
mortality of hatchlings. 
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As in the Pandanan project site, some colour bands had to be removed from nestlings 
because they caused discomfort. 

Roosting 

Birds continued to change roost sites unpredictably, mostly transferring between the 
traditional roost site and the temporary one on the eastern side of Rasa. Highest numbers 
counted were 228 birds of which 197 slept in the traditional roost site and 31 in the temporary 
roost site.  

Numbers of birds sleeping in communal roosts decreased during the breeding season since 
breeding pairs and additional non-breeding birds increasingly stayed near the nest sites. 

 

Figure 15. Numbers of cockatoos on simultaneous counts in traditional and transient roost sites in 
Rasa and adjacent mainland. 

Foraging 

Due to effects of El Niño, wardens were instructed to closely monitor the state of the 
vegetation on Rasa and local weather phenomena, which could not be reflected in the official 
PAGASA weather station in Aborlan. Shedding of leaves on most coastal forest trees 
increased in January. Due to the temperature difference between day and night dew was 
recorded throughout January in the early morning hours. In February, flowering of Taluto 
Pterocymbium tinctorium commenced, and cockatoos were regularly observed feeding in the 

canopies of these trees. 

Number of cockatoos foraging on the mainland stayed well below daily counts of 100 
individuals, much lower than towards the end of 2015. This is also an indication that food 
supply during the reporting period still was adequate on Rasa Island to support the breeding 
efforts. 
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Figure 16. Flowering Taluto Pterocymbium tinctorium (left); cockatoo feeding on unripe fruits of Taluto 
(Photos: P. Widmann) 

 

Figure 17. Highest cumulative daily number for each month of cockatoos transferring from Rasa to 
mainland 

Warden and mainland volunteer scheme continued 

Monitoring of the existing coconut plantations on Rasa Island indicated no expansion during 
the reporting period. 

Since this reporting period three of the wardens are also systematically monitoring collection 
of marine resources in the shallow marine portion of Rasa Island Wildlife Sanctuary. 
Frequently recorded were fish, sea cucumber, shells (‘sikad-sikad’ and edible seaweed 
(‘lato’). On April 14 and 15 marine monitoring stations were established around Rasa Island 
by DENR and wildlife wardens. During the second half of April wardens assisted to establish 
mooring buoys outside the boundary of the protected area. 

Wardens assisted national and international visitors of Rasa. A total of 81 registered tourists 
was recorded in the reporting period, mostly from the Philippines, but also from Norway, UK, 
Hong Kong and Slovakia. 
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Conservation education activities for stakeholders 

From March 2 to 3 KFI conducted a workshop on fish and marine invertebrate catch 
monitoring for 60 fishermen and government employees in Narra. The training was 
conducted by scientists from the Western Philippines University and included lectures on 
marine ecosystem, ecosystem valuation, but also exercises in measuring fish and sea 
cucumbers and theory and practice of catch monitoring. This affair was funded by GIZ as a 
response to threat identified being unsustainable marine resource extraction in the waters 
around Rasa Island. Participating fisher folks provide voluntarily data on capturing efforts, 
species and number of individuals caught or collected, number of individuals per kg (as 
substitute for measuring length), and income generated by catch. This data is intended to 
better manage the marine stocks around Rasa, particularly to set quota for overexploited 
taxa. Until now, data collected regarding fisheries could not be analyzed according to stock 
development, since no measure of capture effort was taken (Fig. 31). 

 

Figure 18. Fish catch by month in Narra between April 2011 and December 2015. Unfortunately data 
on catch effort was not provided, therefore the trajectory of fish stocks cannot be assessed 
(Source:BFAR) 

On March 19 KFI participated in the Narra Town Fiesta, with the cockatoo mascot joining the 
parade. Shortly after the fiesta celebration we had the film crew contracted by the Galing 
Pook Foundation for the official shoot of the Philippine Cockatoo Conservation Program in 
Narra as Galing Pook Awardee in 2015. The footage/feature will be aired on national 
television by August 2016. 
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 F 

 

Figure 19. Snapshots of the foundation parade and the Galing Pook filming in Narra. (Photo: A. 
Satioquia) 
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Advocacy in respect to impacts and perpetrations in cockatoo habitats continued 

A PAMB meeting was conducted on January 13. Main agenda was construction of new and 
maintenance of existing infrastructure on Rasa for ecotourism. DENR announced the bidding 
for a protected area office including training and information center in the town proper of 
Narra. Also discussed was the maintenance of the birdwatch tower and the boardwalk. The 
latter is in an advanced stage of disrepair and needs major overhaul. New projects on Rasa 
include a mangrove boardwalk and purchase of a glass bottom boat. 

In the framework of the KFI-implemented project on the biodiversity functions and values, a 
team of scientists from WPU and University of the Philippines – Los Baños conducted data 
collection in Rasa with assistance from wildlife wardens, particularly on vascular plants. Goal 
of the project is to demonstrate the ecosystem services of Rasa Island and surrounding 
waters in order to prevent potential future unsustainable projects in its vicinity. 

Constraints and measures taken 

 The boardwalk in Rasa is severely damaged through permanent exposure to 
seawater. Restoration needs to consider this effect and hopefully DENR can provide 
durable material and sufficient funding for this purpose. 
 
 

Objective 3: Conservation of cockatoo population on Dumaran Island, Dumaran 

Research on conservation-related aspects of cockatoo biology on Dumaran 

continued, with focus on factors influencing breeding success and foraging ecology 

Breeding 

First signs of occupation were recorded during the last week of January for Philippine 
Cockatoo and Blue-naped Parrot in natural and artificial nest cavities. Clear signs of 
occupation were recorded in four cockatoo nests (presence of adults, fresh faeces, bite 
marks, cut twigs) in February. The number of active nests increased to five, but still no eggs 
were recorded in March. Apparently one cockatoo pair had taken over a nest hole which in 
the previous year was occupied by a Brown Hawk-owl Ninox scutulata. 

Finally, in the first week of April nine eggs were recorded from six active nests. In the second 
half of April three hatchlings were recorded. Another very young hatchling was retrieved 
dead and possibly succumbed to the heat. Two hatchlings were not fed regularly by parents 
and were handfed on the nest. 

Roosting 

Numbers of cockatoos were low during the reporting period falling to 10 birds in February, 
and then slightly increasing to 13 and 14 birds respectively in March and April. Three 
translocated birds stayed in the general area, but not on the roost site and are not included in 
the count. 

Reasons for the low number is the starting breeding season, and possibly also strong 
monsoon winds affecting this part of Dumaran Island. 
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Figure 20. Warden Nestor climbs nest tree during monitoring schedules (Photo: M. Plazos) 

  

 

Figure 21. Minimum and maximum numbers of cockatoos counted on the traditional roost site in 
Lagan, Dumaran per month 
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Foraging 

Although 18 different tree species which serve as cockatoo food was observed in February, 
overall biomass available was low. Extremely dry conditions prevailed during the entire 
reporting period. 

On March 16, wardens inspected Lukot Island which is situated between Dumaran and 
Palawan mainland, following local reports of cockatoos foraging there. This could however 
not be verified. 

 

Figure 22.  During survey at Lukot island, no cockatoos were confirmed. There were only few stands 
of Sonneratia seen during the visit (Photo: M. Plazos) 

Translocated cockatoos 

All three birds were observed in January in Lagan feeding on mangrove Sonneratia alba, 
Tamarind Tamarindus indicus and Horseradish Tree Moringa oleifera. They regularly join the 

wild birds while foraging, but still not in the communal roost site. 

One bird was caught by a local resident on February, because it was feeding very close to 
the house. The person immediately informed KFI staff and the bird was examined and then 
released back to Lagan close to the roosting site. 
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Warden scheme continued 

Critical habitat and other forested areas were regularly patrolled. On January 6 a cut 
‘Bolabag tree was found near Bgy. Bohol. The trunk was sawed into three pieces. Slash and 
burn activities were reported form the Critical Habitat in January as well. On February 3 local 
officials facilitated arraignment with three of the concerned parties. 

Wardens assisted personnel of NAMRIA in January to map areas which should be declared 
alienable and disposable (A+D) and those which should be retained as timberland. It was 
known from NAMRIA personnel that areas within critical habitats could not be titled. This 
needs to be clarified, since private ownership and presence of a critical habitat is not 
mutually exclusive. However permissible activities have to be defined for the specific site and 
communicated to owners. 

In February reports were received by the local government that pangolin traders were active 
on the island. Monitoring which also involved the police and KFI wildlife wardens however did 
not yield any tangible results. 

 

Figure 23. Two of the three incidences of slash-and-burn activities recorded form the Critical Habitat 
within the reporting period (Photos: M. Plazos) 

Buffer zone restoration around existing cockatoo reserves and creation of forest 
corridor connecting the two existing cockatoo reserves continued 

Activities during the dry season were mainly collection of seeds and wildlings as well as 
maintenance of the nursery.  

Constraints and measures taken 

 Perpetrations within the Critical Habitat and other areas monitored by wardens are 
dealt with either with a long delay or not at all. A limiting factor is the unavailability of 
DENR and PCSDS personnel on the island. It would be highly desirable to have 
presence from these agencies attending the LPAMC meetings with some regularity to 
address such violations more effectively. 

 Issues regarding private ownership within Critical Habitats need to be resolved. In 
initial talks with BMB-DENR, it was made clear that critical habitats are not 
established based on slopes or altitude but rather the uniqueness of the landscape in 
particular with presence of threatened species. Hence, we will be in detail discussing 
these issues with the LPAMC in the next meeting with clarity from authorities. 
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Figure 24. LPAMC Meeting in Dumaran tackled on the issues raised by private claimants with 
applications under A & D areas that were situated within the declared critical habitat. ((Photos: J. 
Nunez) 

 
Objective 4: Education and research at the Katala Institute (KI) 

Captive management of Philippine Cockatoo and other highly threatened species 
continued through employment and training of zookeepers and volunteers 

In preparation to the transfer of birds to Jurong Bird Park in Singapore we moved Pandanan 
and Brazil to the Bird Clinic for quarantine. The two birds confiscated last year by PCSDS 
were there already. Singapore will receive three birds: two females from the original rescued 
batch of Rasa form 2005 and one confiscated male bird from WESCOM. Probably because 
of the stimulus of being transferred close to two male birds, Pandanan laid one egg in the 
quarantine area. No other eggs followed. 

Originally quarantine should last for three weeks and birds then should be tested. 
Unfortunately an outbreak of Newcastle Disease in the Philippines further delayed transfer of 
the birds, since Singapore authorities would not accept imports from affected areas. 

In February the public aviary needed repair, because of rusted steel matting and cracked 
foundation in parts. Distribution of birds during construction was a challenge due to limited 
capacity at the KI. 

All ten birds present in KI are in good condition. One bird from Bataraza and confiscated from 
WESCOM show slight signs of stereotypic behavior.  
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Figure 25. Angel and Angelo in front of cages in bird clinic (left); male cockatoo intended for Jurong 
(right; Photo: P. Widmann) 
 

Educational trail, enclosures and visitors facilities upgraded 

Construction of field house was finished during the reporting period. Interior and exterior was 
painted including wood works and bamboo mat ceiling. Bathroom and toilet fixtures were 
installed. Three beds and mattresses were purchased, and the house is operational. 

 

Figure 26. Freshly painted field house exterior (left) and interior (right; Photos: P. Widmann) 

Since it is intended to open the facility for the public by the first half of the year, finalization of 
visitor-related facilities had priority during the reporting period.  

A wooden gate with cement posts replacing the improvised gate made of steel pipe was 
installed. Public toilet facilities were constructed near the future parking area and close to the 
pavilion. 
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Figure 27. Under construction: front gate (left); public toilets (right; Photos: P. Widmann) 

Work on the information pavilion continued in January with backfilling of the floor area and 
roof and ceiling installation, as well as construction of the two ramps. Bleachers were 
installed using a steel frame as basis and wooden seating areas. 

 

Figure 28. Bleachers inside pavilion (left); finished bamboo wall cladding and ramps (right; Photos: P. 
Widmann) 

Taking advantage of the dry conditions we also rehabilitated part of the perimeter fence in 
the notoriously wet back portion of the facility. Pre-fabricated cement posts were heavily 
degraded and were replaced by higher quality posts constructed on site and connected by 
hollow block foundations. The trail system was cleared up of vegetation and gravel has been 
added where necessary. The garden for animal feeds is close by the trail system and is 
meanwhile covering a substantial portion of the vegetable needs of the animals. 
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Figure 29. Rehabilitated perimeter fence (left); vegetable garden close to the trail system (right: 
Photos: P. Widmann) 

The preliminary tarp signboards have been replaced by more durable and attractive dibond 
signboards. Boards were mounted between treated wood posts with cement footing. 

 

Figure 30. Dibond signboards in front of cockatoo aviary (left) and beside ‘cockatoo garden’ (right; 
Photos: P. Widmann) 

Visitors 

On March 17 the film team of the Galing Pook documentary visited the facility and shot some 
cockatoo close ups. 

Constraints and measures taken 

 Even if the Newcastle Disease outbreak will be under control soon, it will take another 
half year for the birds to be shipped out, since this is the prescribed waiting period by 
the Singaporean authorities. We hope to cut short this time by demonstrating that 
birds were isolated during the complete outbreak period, and therefore the waiting 
period could be waived. 

 With ten cockatoos the facility is now at capacity. There are some birds which are not 
suitable for release and steps have to be taken to accommodate them more 
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permanently. A new aviary is possibly required since mixing the ‘new’ birds with the 
feather-pluckers and the killer male is not feasible. 
 

Other highlights 

Other reported wildlife within the reporting period 

Philippine Duck Anas luzonica; IUCN: Vulnerable 

We counted 43 individuals on Lake Mangguao, Taytay, on April 17. 

 

Figure 31. Flock of Philippine Ducks on Lake Mangguao, Taytay (Photo: P.Widmann) 

Blue-naped Parrots Tanygnathus lucionensis IUCN: Near threatened  

Groups of up to seven individuals have been recorded on Pandanan in January. Birds were 
preparing nest holes in the same month. Unlike cockatoos, these species accept artificial 
nest boxes in Dumaran and successfully raise young there. 

A single individual was again recorded from Rasa Island throughout February. 

Blue-headed Racquet-tail Prioniturus platenae IUCN: Vulnerable 

Flocks up to 8 birds were recorded on Rasa Island in February to April. Two nests with two 
eggs each was discovered in April on Dumaran Island. 

Red-headed Flameback Chrysocolaptes erythrocephalus; IUCN: Endangered 

A group of five birds was recorded in the SE of Rasa in February, however, we still were not 
able to locate nest holes of this highly threatened woodpecker species on the island. 

Nicobar Pigeon Caloenas nicobarica; IUCN: Near threatened  

Two individuals were flushed during patrolling on N Pandanan on January 22. 

Palawan Flying Squirrel Hylopetes nigripes; IUCN: Near threatened 

Rene observed three individuals leaving a tree hole in the vicinity of a cockatoo nest on 
February 26. This species is a potential nest predator. 

Palawan Horned Frog Megophrys ligayae; IUCN: Endangered 

One individual was found on January 18 in the reforestation site on Dumaran Island. 

Publications 

Input of KFI was incorporated in a draft for a DENR Technical Bulletin on Birding Ethics in 
the Philippines.  
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Conferences and workshops attended, presentations done in conferences 

 Three Rasa Wildlife Wardens attended a three-day training course in preparation for 
deputation as fish wardens. They learned about pertinent laws, apprehension 
procedures, fish biology and dissection, as well as preservation of evidence. 

 Sheen Arib and Indira attended the midterm assessment of the PAME-funded project 
in January at Puerto Princesa City. 

 Since February, KFI coordinates the efforts of the Wildlife Management Steering 
Committee in Palawan. This is an offshoot of the Workshop conducted in 2015 to 
develop the Wildlife Management Program in Palawan. 

 On Feb. 5, Indira was among the NGO invited to speak before the UK Ambassador to 
the Philippines during his visit in Puerto Princesa City. Indira outlined how the present 
efforts of the UK Government could offer help and advice to combat the challenges of 
biodiversity conservation in Palawan. 

 Sheen attended lecture series by DENR and PCSDS during World Wetland Day on 
February 12. 

 Siegfred attended in February the National Tourism Development Plan in Narra as 
representative of NGO and was promoting conservation tourism in particular for Rasa 
Island. 

 Planning workshop for the activities of the coming year was conducted for all PCCP 
staff in Puerto Princesa on February 15. 

 In February, Indira guested as speaker on Philippine Cockatoo conservation before 
school graders from Puerto Princesa City. 

 Early March, all PCCP researchers attended a special GIS training in cooperation 
with the Conservation International. The PCCP sponsored the ticket of the GIS expert 
of CI to give the PCCP staff and researchers a crash course on GIS and its uses. 

 Anna attended a workshop on I4J (Integrity initiative for the Philippines) in Manila 
from April 14 to 15. 

 On April 22, we had the MOA signing for the Biodiversity Conservation Program in 
Iwahig Prison and Penal Farm (IPPF). This was signed by four cooperating agencies 
namely: IPPF, DENR through the CENRO in Puerto Princesa City, PCSDS and KFI. 
The signing was followed with a press conference which later released local TV and 
print news about the event. 

 Various staff of KFI attended ECAN board meetings or site visits in Narra during the 
reporting period. KFI sits as representative for the NGOs in the Municipality of Narra. 
While in Dumaran we sit as active CSO member of the LPRAT which convenes 
regularly to discuss the Bottoms Up Projects of Dumaran. Meanwhile, KFI is also 
actively participating in the Palawan Knowledge Platform (PKP) meetings organised 
by the PCSDS. 
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Figure 32. PCCP staff during the GIS training at the CI office (above); Anna and wardens during their 
Fish Warden training in Narra (middle photos) and MOA for the IPPF – BCP in April (Photo: KFI) 
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Figure 33. Posters on marine resources recorded from Rasa Island. This is a production through the 
PAME-funded project that conducted the malacofaunal study on Rasa Island Wildlife Sanctuary 
(Photo: KFI) 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Personnel and equipment status 

Mr. Sabino was dismissed as wildlife warden from the Pandanan project site with effectivity 
on April 20, 2016. Jewelmer and concerned agencies were informed that Mr. Sabino will not 
anymore be connected with KFI from this date onwards. 

Two young researchers were recruited this year to help out with additional projects in 
particular for the Palawan Deer Research and Conservation Project and the PCCP 
implementation in Iwahig Prison and Penal Farm. These two young members are Mary Chris 
Nierves and Joshuael Nuñez. Meanwhile, one of the staff hired on probation was not 
considered for extension.  

 

 

Implications for further work 

 Color banding of nestlings with up to two leg bands per leg in order to identify birds 
individually failed in some sites, because of discomfort and minor abrasions it caused. 
These problems occurred on Rasa and Pandanan, but not in Dumaran. Although in 
Pandanan some birds have sustained the new rings. We will try to source narrower 
ring bands for the coming breeding season. 

 El Nino had different effects in different project sites. Whereas breeding attempts on 
Pandanan and Dumaran were low, in Rasa they were still surprisingly high. Delays in 
the onset of the breeding season were observed in all sites. At least in the initial 
phase of the breeding season, food supply on Rasa was sufficient, but low on 
Pandanan and Dumaran. Wardens in the latter two sites have to get more routine in 
supplemental feeding, similar to wardens on Rasa. Team leaders in the two sides 
need more support in decision-making processes, particularly if supplemental feeding 
on the nest is feasible or birds need to be rescued. 
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